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Carruthers Group of Alpine Ecologists

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Alpine Scientists condemn Victorian Alpine Grazing

A coalition of some of Australia’s most prominent and respected Alpine ecologists has written to the Victorian Environment Minister, Ryan Smith, to condemn the reintroduction of cattle to Victoria’s Alpine National Park, describing it as an “international precedent” in the destruction of national park values.

The informal association of more than twenty  esteemed scientists calls itself the Carruthers Group and it  joins the growing chorus of condemnation over the Victorian Government’s decision to reintroduce cattle to the Alpine National Park under the guise of a research program, the parameters of which the Carruthers Group says will have “a major harmful impact on the catchment and biodiversity values of the Alps.”

The group includes such notaries as the man known as the “Father of Alpine Ecology” Dr, Alec Costin, Emeritus Professor Geoff Hope, Associate Professor Catherine Pickering, and a host of others with decades of experience and field research in the Australian Alps.

The Victorian Government has provided for the reintroduction of cattle to the Victorian Alpine National Park allegedly for the purposes of a scientific study to determine if cattle grazing can reduce wildfire  fuel loads,  after the Bracks Government had earlier, made a decision to remove the cattle in 2005, based on a scientific assessment that cattle had no such affect or benefit.

The Carruthers Group letter to Minister Smith described the research project being managed by Dr Mark Adams, as having “a lack of scientific transparency…and credibility.”

The Group considers the grazing  ‘research’ project  a duplication of an earlier project established in the Alps in NSW following the 2003 wildfires and an “inappropriate expenditure of research funds”,

The Carruthers Group convenor, Roger Good, a widely acknowledged  alpine ecologist, said today that the Group is unequivocal in its view that the Victorian grazing trial should be abandoned.

“It’s difficult for us to comprehend why, in the face of voluminous research and extensive experience, the Victorian Government would threaten the stability of some of the State’s most important water catchments, which are still recovering from the grazing era by reintroducing cattle grazing to the Alpine National Park.

“We are unanimous in the view that this action will have a major harmful impact upon the groundwater communities, water yields and quality and on other identified biodiversity values of the Alpine National Park and the Alps catchments.

“It is therefore, of great concern to the Carruthers Group that some 400 head of cattle have already been  moved into the Alpine National Park study sites before a detailed research proposal, objectives and any experimental methods have been prepared, articulated, peer reviewed and published.

“It is astounding that the cattle have been let loose without any fencing being put in place to constrain them to the study sites or to protect groundwater communities and other significant park values”.

“The Carruthers Group calls on the Victorian Government to immediately abandon the grazing trial as we hold grave concerns about the impact this will have on the National Heritage Listed Alps national parks” Mr Good said.
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Background on the CVarruthers Group

This iconic name for the group was chosen as the Mt Carruthers area in Kosciuszko National Park was the most severely eroded site as a result of the many years of domestic stock grazing across the Snowy Mountains between the 1830s and 1950s.

The group is an association of scientists having concern for any inappropriate projects and activities in the Alps. 

